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Properly Using Our Money
By Brian R. Kenyon
As Paul brings the Book of Galatians to a close, he shows
that the only way to ensure that Christians properly use their
liberty in Christ is to “walk in the Spirit...be led of the Spirit...live in the Spirit” (Gal. 5:16, 18, 25, KJV). In the context,
Paul then reveals what should and should not characterize
those who thus live (“fruit of the Spirit” versus “the works
of the flesh,” Gal. 5:19-26); how to deal with those in error
(Gal. 6:1); how to deal with the burdens of others and self
(Gal. 6:2-5); and the proper use of money (Gal. 6:6-10). We
know that elsewhere Paul teaches that it is proper for heads
of households to support their families, for “if any provide
not for his own, and specially for those of his own house, he
hath denied the faith, and is worse than an infidel” (1 Tim.
5:8). In addition to this proper use of money, Paul lists three
more for those who live according to the Spirit.

Supporting Gospel Preachers

Paul writes, “Let him that is taught in the word communicate unto him that teacheth in all good things” (Gal. 6:6).
First, note that those who are taught have an obligation to
support those who teach them. In the context, those “taught
in the word” are members of the churches of Galatia. The
word “taught” (from katecheo, κατηχέω), though not the
most common word for teaching, means to inform, tell, or
instruct (Rom. 2:18; 1 Cor. 14:19). Although Paul chose not
to accept financial support from some congregations (1 Cor.
9:14-18; 1 Thes. 2:9; 2 Thes. 3:8-9), he certainly taught that
congregations have an obligation to financially support faithful preachers and teachers of the Gospel (1 Cor. 9:11, 14; 1
Tim. 5:17-18). Supporting the Lord’s servants should not be
viewed as “a grim duty, though some congregations treat it
as such,” but rather as a “fellowship,” or “partnership” in the
Gospel (Boice 503). This “fellowship” and “partnership” is
seen in the word translated “Let communicate [share, NKJ]”
(from koinoneo, κοινωνέω), which means to share, take part,

participate, exercise fellowship, or to contribute or give a
share (cf. Rom. 12:13; 15:27; Phil. 4:15; 1 Tim. 5:22; Heb.
2:14; 1 Pet. 4:13; 2 Jn. 11). It is a verb form of the word “fellowship.”
Second, note that those who faithfully teach the Gospel have a right to receive financial support. “Him that teacheth” refers to one through whom the Gospel truths were
taught. Elsewhere, after showing what common sense and
the Old Testament taught concerning the support of laborers, Paul wrote, “Even so hath the Lord ordained that they
which preach the gospel should live of the gospel” (1 Cor.
9:7-14). Faithful preachers, like everyone else, need to eat
and support their families. What about cost of living increases, health insurance, and retirement accounts? While in the
strictest sense these may not be necessities (Mt. 6:25-34),
how many elderships have shaken their heads when receiving requests from preachers who are buried in medical expenses, thinking, “Why didn’t he have adequate health insurance?” Nowhere in the Bible are preachers required to take
vows of poverty. Thankfully, local churches generally have
been better at financially supporting their preachers over the
last few decades. May we all realize that if congregations
have the ability and their preachers are faithfully laboring
in the Lord, they should financially support them, “for the
laborer is worthy of his hire” (Lk. 10:7). It is proper to use
our money to support faithful Gospel preachers!

Promoting Spiritual Life

While on the surface, Galatians 6:7-9 may not appear to
be teaching the proper use of money, but since Paul speaks
of proper support in the verse before and the verse after (Gal.
6:6, 10), and since Paul uses the “sowing and reaping” imagery elsewhere in connection with the use of money (2 Cor.
9:6-9), we are Biblically correct in making an application of
these verses to the proper use of money. Paul starts by show-
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ing that God’s law of sowing and reaping is certain. “Be not
deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth,
that shall he also reap” (Gal. 6:7). God cannot be fooled!
The word translated “mocked” (from muktepizo, μυκτηρίζω)
means to make a fool of, to turn up the nose at, to ridicule.
The idea is that no one can “make God ridiculous by outwitting Him and evading His laws” (Rogers and Rogers 432).
Just as God’s physical law of sowing and reaping is unalterable, so also is His spiritual law of sowing and reaping:
“For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit
reap life everlasting” (Gal. 6:8). Sowing to the flesh, or as
applied in this context, using our money to fulfill the lusts
of the flesh, results in spiritual death (cf. Gal. 5:19-21; Job
4:8; Mt. 6:19-20). When we devote ourselves and our money
to “the material and fleshly...side of life,” we certainly reap
“moral rottenness and corruption” (Johnson). Sowing to the
Spirit, or as applied in this context, using our money to promote spiritual things, results in eternal life. “Life everlasting” is the antithesis of “corruption,” which shows that “corruption” in this context is eternal death, not “sinful nature”
(NIV)! When we use our money to support the church and
her good works and workers, we prove that our interest is in
spiritual things, “For where your treasure is, there will your
heart be also” (Mt. 6:21), and, says Paul, “to be spiritually
minded is life and peace” (Rom. 8:6).
Since God’s law of sowing and reaping is so certain,
Paul encourages us to keep sowing, or as applied in this context, using our money for spiritual things: “And let us not be
weary in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we
faint not” (Gal. 6:9). Sometimes the lack of observed results
from our investment in spiritual things can lead to discouragement, but, as Paul says, we must not allow ourselves to
become weary, nor must we “faint [lose heart, NKJ; grow
weary, NAS].” The harvest will come in God’s own time (cf.
1 Cor. 3:6)! “Due season [due time, NAS]” is from a word
(kairos, καιρός) that refers to time as an occassion rather
than an extent; it is an appointed time. The other common
Greek word for “time” (chronos, χρόνος) generally refers to
time in the “the abstract,” whereas the word here (kairos)
“means ‘the right time’ for anything,” and so the translations
“due season” and “opportunity” in 6:10 (see Cole 230-231).
It is proper to use our money to promote spiritual life!
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Helping The Needy

Although the reaping will come according to God’s appointed time, now is the time to take advantage of the opportunities God presently gives. Paul writes, “As we have
therefore opportunity, let us do good unto all men, especially
unto them who are of the household of faith” (Gal. 6:10).
“Opportunity” is from the same word (kairos) that was
translated “due season” in 6:9. Two aspects of opportunity
must be known: (1) Is there truly a need (cf. Acts 2:43-44;
4:32-35)?, and (2) Is there an ability for us to meet that need?
To the extent that both are present, we have an obligation!
“Do [work for that which is, ASV]” is from a word (ergazomai, ἐργάζομαι) that is usually translated “work,” and means
to bring about, perform, work (Jn. 6:28; Rom. 2:10; 4:4-5; 1
Cor. 4:12; Eph. 4:28; Heb. 11:33). “Good,” in this context,
refers to acts of benevolence according to God’s will.
“Good” is to be done to all people when opportunity
arises, not only to members of the church, as some teach.
While it is true that faithful members of the church who are
in need should be a priority in helping, none whom we have
the ability to help and who are truly in need are to be excluded from our “doing good” (cf. Lk. 10:25-37; Acts 2:43-44;
4:33; 20:35). The word “men” in “all men” was added by the
translators, evidenced by its being in italics. The word “all”
(from pas, πας) is without the definite article, which means it
refers to each, or every (in plural). Other translations render
it “all” (NKJ); “all people” (NAS); and “everyone” (ESV).
“Especially” (from malista, μάλιστα) does not mean “exclusively.” It means especially, above all, most of all (Phil. 4:22;
1 Tim. 4:10; 5:8; 2 Tim. 4:13; Tit. 1:10). “The household of
faith,” obviously, refers to the church, the family of God (cf.
1 Tim. 3:15; Heb.
3:6). Thus, Paul
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is to say that our decision to benevolently help others should
not be based solely on whether or not those seeking help
are members of the church. The “only saints” doctrine of
benevolence is wrong (cf. Mt. 15:21-28; Lk. 10:25-37; Jas.
1:27). It is proper to use our money to help those in need!

Conclusion

Do we “walk in the Spirit” (Gal. 5:16)? Are we “led
of the Spirit” (Gal. 5:18)? Do we “live in the Spirit” (Gal.
5:25)? Perhaps the best indication of whether we do or not is
how we are using our money. Difficult economic times have
always been a part of the human experience and will continue to be so from time to time. However, since people are
still lost in sin (Rom. 3:23), financially supporting preachers is still needed; since following the Spirit’s law still leads
to eternal life (cf. Rom. 8:2), financially supporting good
works that promote spiritual life is still needed; since there
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will always be some among us who need benevolent assistance (Mk. 14:7), supporting the needy is still needed. May
we properly use our money to the glory of God, “And let us
not be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall reap,
if we faint not” (Gal. 6:9).
Works Cited

Boice, James Montgomery. “Galatians.” The Expositor’s Bible Commentary—Vol. 10: Romans, First and Second Corinthians, Galatians.
Ed. Frank E. Gaebelein. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1976. 409-508.
Cole, R. Alan. The Letter of Paul to the Galatians: An Introduction and Commentary. Tyndale New Testament Commentaries. Vol. 9. Rev. ed. Ed.
Leon Morris. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1989.
Johnson, Robert Lee. The Letter of Paul to the Galatians. The Living Word
Commentary. Ed. Everett Ferguson. The Living Word Commentaries
CD-ROM Version. Abeline, TX: ACU Press, 1999.
Rogers, Jr., Cleon L. and Cleon L. Rogers III. The New Linguistic and Exegetical Key to the Greek New Testament. Grand Rapids: Zondervan,
1998.

Special Thanks To Our Generous Supporters In
January 2009*
Florida Churches of Christ: Alachua; Apopka; Arcadia (Hickory
Street); Auburndale (Orange Street); Bartow (5th Avenue); Clearwater
(Central); Daytona Beach (Beville Road); Dunnellon; Eagle Lake (Third &
Bay, Iglesia de Cristo); Gainesville (39th Avenue); Haines City (Oakland);
Jacksonville (Dean Road, Normandy, Paxon); Kissimmee; Lakeland
(North Lakeland, Sixth Street, South Florida Avenue); Lithia-Pinecrest;
Mulberry; New Port Richey (River Road); Plant City (Spring Head); Sarasota (Osprey); Sebastain; Stuart; Zephyrhills.
Out of State Churches of Christ: Alabama (Double Springs; Randolph Street, Shiloh); Georgia (Barnesville); Kentucky (Little River);
North Carolina (Pike Road); Texas (Marlin, Roanoke).
Individuals: M/M Bob Bauer, M/M Sam Bolding, M/M John Carter,
Annie Chambers, Freddie Clayton, M/M Rubel Clayton, M/M Reginald
Colton, M/M Ruebin Crawford, M/M William E. Dampier, Charlie Deal,
David Deal, Lois DeBord, Claudia Downing, M/M William Earl, M/M Earl
Edwards, M/M Bob Faneuf, Joyce Foster, M/M Elvis Galbreath, M/M Allen Gardner, Marie Grice, M/M John Griffis, M/M Robert Helms, Wilma
Howell, Don Hudson, Jr., M/M Stephen Hunley, Judy Jones, M/M William T. Jones, Laura Jordan, M/M Brian Kenyon, M/M Walter Kos, M/M
Lancaster Littleton, Christopher Lowe, M/M C. E. Manning, M/M Robert McAnally, M/M Robert McKendree, Jeffrey McNeal, John T. Melvin,
M/M Thomas Mikell, M/M Gilbert Miller, Grace L. Moody, M/M Edwin
Moore, M/M Frank Nabors, Catherine Newberry, Tammi Paye, Linda
Pinckney, Uleyssus Richardson, M/M Roger Rosie, Johny Sims, Pansy
Sims, M/M W. E. Smith, Denny Smitherman, M/M Jackie Stearsman,
Landis Suggs, M/M Chad Tagtow, M/M Charles Thornhill, M/M Charles
Tostigue, M/M Will Vann, M/M Robert Warren, M/M Lazaros Watson,
Jack B. Williams, M/M Billy R. Wiseman, Al Woodard, M/M Howard
Young.
Memorials: B. C. Carr (Sybil Carr); Louise Clay (M/M Thomas Mikell);
Alwilda Cox (James E. Hall); Wanda Durrance (M/M Thomas Mikell);
Harold Green (Penny Haynes); Louise Mikell (M/M Thomas Mikell); Ramona Smitherman (David Barnes, M/M Edward Whitehead and John,
Keri, Will, & Meghan Campbell, Eddie Whitehead); Ramona Smitherman and in honor of Denny Smitherman (M/M Miles Peeples); Paul
Thornhill (Judy Jones).
Special Gifts: Atlantic Christian Fund.
*Our final deposit for the month is usually made on the last Wednesday of
the month. All contributions received after that time are reported on the next
month’s financial statement.
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Good News . . . Bad News

By Brian R. Kenyon
B. C. Carr used to have an expression (that probably was not original with him) when it came to raising funds
for the school. He would say, “The good news is that we have plenty of money in the brotherhood to financially
support good works of the church. The bad news is that it is still in our brethren’s pockets.” With the economic
condition worsening, people might be more likely to keep their money in their pockets. There is no doubt that all
of us who are heads of households must make sure we provide for our families (1 Tim.5:8). However, we must
still realize that good works must continue. Consider another set of “good news . . . bad news.”
The bad news is that the economy is the way it is and may possibly get worse before it starts getting better.
Greed, political correctness, and foolish lack of foresight has put our country’s economy in a bad situation. The
good news, however, is that because the economy is the way it is more people may start realizing that “a man’s
life consisteth not in the abundance of the things which he possesseth” (Lk. 12:15). This may be an opportune
time for the church to reach souls who are looking for substance in their lives. We know that an obedient relationship with the Lord is the answer, but how do we get people to realize this? The answer necessarily involves
preaching and evangelizing. “How then shall they call on him in whom they have not believed? and how shall
they believe in him of whom they have not heard? and how shall they hear without a preacher?” (Rom.10:14).
Since 1969, the Florida School of Preaching has been about the Lord’s business of training preachers and preparing souls to better serve the Lord. The Lord has especially blessed us with two things that make this possible:
(1) Biblically stable personnel working with the school (board of directors, faculty, and staff); and (2) a Biblically
stable support base of concerned individuals and churches of Christ. Do you see the tremendous need for sound
and stable preachers during these turbulent times? We need your support. Will you help us to continue training
men to preach and preparing souls to better serve the Lord? Our supporters help others to realize, “How beautiful are the feet of them that preach the gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings of good things!” (Rom. 10:15).
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