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The Hermeneutic of Good Intentions

By Gene Burgett
Note the following example from mathematics that
People sometimes ask for my opinion as to the meaning of a Biblical text. I have learned through the years that will help us see how it is possible for a false method to
asking for my understanding of a text does not mean the yield an answer that coincides with truth. The square of
individual has not already formulated his or her own view a number is the product of that number when it is multiof the passage referenced. Often the inquiry is framed plied by itself. Thus the square of the number two is four
with these words: “I believe the passage means just what because the product of two times two is four (2 x 2 = 4).
Suppose, however, another individual mistakenly beit says.” In this article I shall refer to this as the hermeneutic
lieves that one arrives at the square of a number by mulof good intentions.
tiplying that number by two (i.e. doubling the number).
Hermeneutic of Good Intentions In this case, the faulty method and the correct method for
arriving at the square of two yield the same answer, two.
Explained
It is also important to realize that even though in the
Whether or not one realizes it, when people frame
above example both the correct and faulty methodology
their interpretation of a passage in this way, they have
yield the same answer, it would be incorrect to say that
not only revealed what they believe the passage means,
the faulty method reached the correct answer. It would
but they have also set forth the hermeneutic used to justibe more accurate to state that the faulty method provided
fy the position taken. Knowing the hermeneutic one uses
an answer that coincided with the answer obtained by
to arrive at the meaning of a passage is crucial, for while
the correct methodology.
a faulty hermeneutic sometimes yields a conclusion that
Another point that one ought to recognize about sitcoincides with truth, it is more likely to lead to an interuations where an incorrect method provides an answer
pretation that is opposed to truth.
that coincides with the correct answer, is the false secuAn obvious question to consider at this point is this:
rity it engenders. After all, if people get the same concluIf a hermeneutic is false, then how is it possible for it to
sion even though their method was incorrect, why bother
ever lead to a conclusion that is true? Perhaps an illustrachanging the method? But, as our mathematics illustration will help us see what may appear to some to be, at
tion reveals, the number two is the only instance (when
best, splitting hairs, while some even maintain that if a
using positive integers) where the false procedure yields
method yields a correct answer then it cannot be wrong.
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an answer that coincides with the correct answer. We
can see this illustrated when we solve for the square of
four. The square of four is sixteen (4 x 4 = 16), however
four multiplied by two (the incorrect method) equals
eight (4 x 2 = 8).
Let us now look at a Biblical illustration of the idea
under consideration. When one states of a Bible passage
“I think it means just what it says,” what he is really saying is that he interprets that passage literally. For this
reason, when the “I-think-it-means-just-what-it-says”
hermeneutic is applied to a literal statement in the Bible
it yields a correct answer. Consider, however, the nutty
conclusions one reaches when this hermeneutic is applied to figurative statements.
Would anyone, for example, approach Jesus’ statement, “I am the door” literally? Would anyone say, “I believe it means just what it says”? The situation sounds absurd and perhaps some are thinking this article is dealing
with hypothetical situations with little chance of occurring. However, before one gets too confident in the ability of expositors to recognize absurd literalizations, consider what one’s Roman Catholic friends conclude when
faced with Jesus’ words, “Take, eat; this is my body” (Mt.
26:26). Roman Catholics would say of this statement, “I
believe it means just what it says,” and absurdities cannot be dished-out in large enough quantities for them to
apprehend how preposterous it is to believe that the disciples, sitting at the table with the flesh and blood Jesus,
actually believed Jesus literally meant the bread was an
extension of His physical body and His actual blood was
in the cup.
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also, he cannot be My disciple” (Lk. 14:26). The Calvinist,
however, does “believe it means just what it says” when
he reads in Romans 9:13, “Jacob I have loved, but Esau I
hated.”
Church history is littered with individuals who “believe it means just what it says” with reference Jesus’
words, “And if your eye causes you to sin, pluck it out”
(Mk. 9:7). Some, struggling with lust, may have removed
an eye, but most mutilated their genitalia believing this
was Jesus’ prescription for lust.

Positive Aspect of the
Hermeneutic of Good Intentions
One might wonder if anything positive can be found
in the hermeneutic under consideration. I can think of at
least one positive angle. If the individual is prepared to
live consistently with the conclusions of this method of
interpretation, then he must surely have great faith. He
must have great faith to put God’s word over his own
heart, which surely must be screaming, “This cannot possibly be right!,” as he mutilates himself in the name of
obeying God.
In all fairness, it should be noted that believing a passage “means just what it says” is a very useful hermeneutic when addressing a passage God intends to be taken
literally, but the method leads to strange interpretations
when misapplied, and it often is misapplied.

Negative Aspects of the
Hermeneutic of Good Intentions
The first problem with the hermeneutic under consideration is the most obvious one: some Biblical texts
were never intended to mean exactly what they say.
This method of interpretation, applied too liberally,
creates an atmosphere where it may be easy to forget that
the meaning of any passage cannot be understood without also knowing what is taught elsewhere in Scripture
on the subject the passage addresses. We would do well
to remember the frustration we often feel when studying
the Bible with someone who believes salvation is by faith
only, with no intervening actions on the part of the individual between his belief and salvation. In such a Bible
study, one might bring passages like Mark 16:16; Acts 2:38;
22:16, and many others, into the discussion; thus proving
that God’s word teaches that faith does not save an individual until it leads one to turn away from sin and be baptized. The faith only advocate often replies with John 3:16,
“‘Whoever believes in Him should not perish but have
everlasting life,’ and I believe it means just what it says.”
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The attitude often admits upfront that there is nothing
we can show one in Scripture that will convince him that
water baptism is essential to salvation.

Conclusion
The lesson that one ought to take away from this article is
simple: properly interpreting the Bible demands diligence,
and we must not allow the attitude, “I believe it means
just what it says,” stand between us and well-reasoned
arguments that are contrary to our good intentions.
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Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who does not need to be
ashamed, rightly dividing the
word of truth. (2 Tim. 2:15, NKJ)

Why Let Our Light Shine?

By Brian R. Kenyon
Speaking of Christians’ influence, Jesus said, “Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set on an hill cannot be
hid. 15Neither do men light a candle, and put it under a bushel, but on a candlestick; and it giveth light unto all that are
in the house. 16Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which
is in heaven” (Mt. 5:14-16). Being the kind of influence Jesus spoke of here is serious business. Jesus Himself came
as “light” (Jn. 1:4-5, 7-9; 8:12; 9:5; 12:35-36, 46), and we are to be like Jesus (Rom. 8:29; 1 Pet. 2:21; 1 Jn. 2:6). The
verses quoted above give us three reasons why we should let our “light so shine.”
First, our light should shine to dispel darkness. John wrote of Jesus, “In him was life; and the life was the light of
men. 5And the light shineth in darkness; and the darkness comprehended it not” (Jn. 1:4-5). Light is so dispelling to
darkness that “every one that doeth evil hateth the light, neither cometh to the light, lest his deeds should be reproved”
(Jn. 3:19-20). We must live as children of light (1 Thes. 5:4-10), dispelling darkness by our influence!
Second, our light should shine to guide others to God (Mt. 5:14-15). In the first century world, a city set on a hill
was unmistakably visible. Likewise, a Christian’s light should be obvious. It is not meant to be concealed under a basket. Light has been defined as a “wave of energy that can be seen.” God’s word should be our light, or guidance (Ps.
119:105; Pr. 6:23), and we in turn should guide others to that light by our influence!
Third, our light should shine to glorify God (Mt. 5:16). The reason we were created in the first place was to bring
glory to God (cf. Isa.43:7). Everything we do must glorify God (1 Cor. 10:31; Col. 3:17). This God-glorifying life can
influence the world only if the world can see it! Thus, we must let our “light so shine” that God may receive all glory!
Special Thanks To Our Generous Supporters In March 2011*
Florida Churches of Christ: Apopka; Arcadia (Hickory Street); Auburndale (Orange Street); Bartow (5th Avenue); Clearwater (Central); Daytona Beach (Beville Road); Dunellen; Gainesville (39th Avenue); Groveland; Haines City (Oakland); High Springs; Jacksonville (Dean Road, Paxon,
Wesconnett); Kissimmee; Lakeland (6th Street,South Florida Avenue); New Port Richey (River Road); Orlando (Pinecastle); Parrish (North River);
Plant City (Laura Street); Port Charlotte; Sarasota (Osprey); Sebastian; Stuart; Tampa (Manhattan Avenue); Venice; Zephyrhills (Southside).
Out of State Churches of Christ: Alabama (Double Springs, Prattville, Shiloh); Michigan (Waynecorse); North Carolina (Pike Road); Tennessee
(Bonner, Morrison, Oak Grove, Rock Springs).
Individuals: Rodrique Aleandre, Alex Antenor, M/M Dwight Bailey, M/M Bob Bauer, M/M Sam Bolding, M/M James R. Brooks, M/M John
Carter; Annie Chambers, M/M Reginald Colton, M/M Hollis Cress, David Deal; James Egolf, M/M John Faneuf, M/M Elvis Galbreath, M/M
Allen Gardner, Edward Harley, Jr., M/M Penny Haynes, Wilma C. Howell, Joan Humphrey, M/M Albert D. Jones, Laura Jordan, Darnell Kirkland, Newman Kirkland, Walter Kos, M/M Philip Lancaster, Carla Lee, M/M Jack Mallard, M/M C. E. Manning, Brenda Mask, M/M Nathaniel McCray, M/M Bobby McKendree, Jeffrey McNeal, M/M Frank Norton, M/M Chuck Opperman, Tammy Paye, M/M Roger Rosie, Betsy
Perry, Linda J. Pinckney, Mary Powell, Uleysses Richardson, M/M Bobby Simpson, M/M Daniel Stearsman, M/M Jackie Stearsman, Yves
St.Hilaire, M/M Jimmy Stokes, Landis Suggs,Fannie A. Tiller, M/M Will Vann, M/M Lazaros Watson, Jack B. Williams, Alfred H. Woodard.
Memorials: Carry Addison (Brian R. Kenyon, Winifred S. Spivey, Wanda Spivey, M/M Ira Walling); Jessie Anderson (M/M Sam Bolding, Brian R.
Kenyon, M/M Duane G. Nelson, M/M Robert Pratt); Amber Kenyon (Inell G. Roney, M/M James Walker, Jr.); Margie Moore (Brian Kenyon, Wanda
Spivey, M/M Charles M. Thornhill); Tom Orton (Charlie M. Deal, Penny Haynes); Samuel J. Roney, Sr. (Inell G. Roney, M/M Grover Rook); Glenn
Sheumaker (M/M Sam Bolding, Flo Duffy); Lila Sheumaker (David M. Deal, Lucille Wright); Clarence Skinner (M/M Bob Pratt); Myrtle Tate (M/M
Sam Bolding, M/M E. L. Burbage, Penny Haynes, Richard C. Hinson, Wilma C. Howell, M/M Duane G. Nelson, M/M Bob Pratt); N. B. Wood (M/M
Sam Bolding).
Special Gifts: Atlantic Christian Fund.
*Our final deposit for the month is usually made on the last Wednesday of the month. All contributions received after that time are reported on the next month’s
financial statement.
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Thanks to Our Generous Supporters

for another successful school year! Our 2010-2011 school year came to a conclusion May 6, with a graduation
ceremony conducted at the South Florida Avenue facilities on May 8, which also happened
to be Mother’s Day! The faculty and staff are just as happy (maybe even happier) than the
students! As we reflect on the successes (and some disappointments) of the previous school
year, we cannot help but to thank God for our generous supporters. Without your help, we
simply could not operate as we have since 1969! Thank you!
As we turn our attention to the 2011-2012 school year, we cannot help but feel enthusiastic about the future! We continue to covet your prayers that the Lord continues blessing us
with students and supporters! We are always looking for new students and new opportunities to introduce the school to more of our great brotherhood. If you know able men of good
character, potential, and a willingness to serve the Lord in preaching, please let us know in
order that we might contact and encourage them to enroll. If you know churches of Christ
that are looking for good works to support, please let us know, or if you
are a member of a church of Christ, and would like to know more about
the school, please talk with the leadership that they might contact the
school, and we would be glad to visit, present the school, and let the
membership know more about us! I have been doing lots of traveling on
behalf of the school lately and would count it a joy to stop by and visit
the congregations with whom you are members. As long as this world
stands, preachers will be needed! Thanks for your support! —Brian
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