LESSON ONE: AN INTRODUCTION TO THE STUDY

Intro.

1. It has been well observed that man is incurably religious.

A. Archaeologists, anthropologists, and historians have never found a society, which did not practice some form of religion.

B. Some societies are more secular than others, such as Russia was under Communism, but the hunger for the Word of God was never destroyed.

2. Religion separates man from the animal world.

A. Only man is made in the image of God (Genesis 1:27; John 4:24; Luke 24:39).

B. Animals do not believe in God, pray, or thank God for blessings.

C. Contrary to the teaching of some Eastern religions, man is a separate life form from animals and the two can never mix (Genesis 1:24, 25).

D. Animals do not have souls, do not need the Gospel preached to them, and perish forever at death.

3. Since religion deals with the nature of man, his place in the universe and his ultimate destiny, there is no more vital study than that of the religions of man.

Study.

1. WHAT IS RELIGION?
A. Funk and Wagnall's Dictionary defines religion as "the beliefs, attitudes, emotions, behavior, etc. constituting man's relation with the powers and principles of the universe, esp. with a deity or deities."
B. McDowell and Stewart define religion as "that aspect of one's experience in which he attempts to live harmoniously with the power or powers he believes are controlling the world" (Understanding Non-Christian Religions, p. 10).
C. The English word "religion" comes from the Latin "religio," from the root "lig" which means to bind; thus religion is the binding of man to God or "gods" or to a set of beliefs held to be sacred.6
D. It is impossible to give a simple, comprehensive definition of religion because religious beliefs and practices vary so widely.
2. WHY DO WE NEED TO STUDY WORLD RELIGIONS?
A. There was a time when Christians had no need to know about Islam or Buddhism or Hinduism, but that has changed!

1) Modern transportation has "shrunk the globe."

2) Modern communication brings the world into our living rooms with television.

3) A Christian is much more likely to come into contact with Moslems or Hindus, etc. than ever before.

B. World religions have become much more militant and aggressive and are now seeking to convert "Christians" to their faith.

1) At one time all of North Africa and the Middle East were regarded as "Christian," but now they are almost entirely Moslem; it could happen again in other places!

2) We must be able to "give a reason for our hope" and also to "contend earnestly for the faith" (1 Peter 3:15; Jude 3).

C. We must be prepared to preach the Gospel to Hindus, Buddhists, Moslems, etc. for they are lost (Mark 16:15, 16).

1) If we understand what they believe, we can be more effective in teaching them.

2) Just as we have studied denominational doctrines for this reason, we also need to study world religions.

D. We need to study world religions in order to understand our world and what is happening in it.

1) Many of the happenings in the news are motivated by religion.
2) One cannot understand what is happening in the Middle East if he is unaware of the teachings of Islam, which motivate the leaders.
3. ARE ALL RELIGIONS THE SAME?
A. Uninformed people commonly say, "All religions are simply different paths leading to the same destination - God."
1) A Methodist missionary to the Middle East told an acquaintance that his work was to run a bookstore where the sacred books of all religions were sold; he simply helped each man "find God" according to his own religion.

2) An uninformed member of the Lord's church was showing a film he had made of a missionary journey to the East; he remarked at one picture of a Hindu temple, "Hinduism isn't really very different from Christianity."
B. There is but one true way to God, salvation, and everlasting life!

1) There is only one God (Deuteronomy 6:4; 1 Timothy 2:5; James 2:19).

2) There is only one Savior who is the only Way to the Father (John 8:24; 14:6; Acts 4:11,12; Ephesians 1:3).

3) There is only one Gospel {doctrine, faith, and system of beliefs}, (Romans 1:16; 1 Corinthians 15:1-4; Galatians 1:6-9; Jude 3).

4) There is only one body {church}, (Matthew 16:18; Ephesians 1:22,23; 4:4-6; 5:23).

5) There is but one plan of salvation:

A) One must hear the Gospel (Romans 10:17).

B) One must believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God (John 8:24).

C) One must repent of all his past sins (Luke 13:3).

D) One must confess Christ before men (Romans 10:10).
E) One must be baptized for the remission of sins (Acts 2:38; Romans 6:4; Galatians 3:26-27).
Summary.

1. We have learned that:

A. All societies of man have practiced some form of religion.

B. Religion separates man from the animal world.

C. Religion, by definition, is "a set of sacred beliefs and practices by which one attempts to live harmoniously with his concept of deity and the life to come."
D. We need to study world religions because:

1) The world has become much smaller.

2) World religions are now seeking to convert us.

3) We must preach the Gospel to their adherents.

4) We cannot understand fully what is happening in the world without knowledge of the religions that influence events.

E. Not all world religions are the same because Jesus Christ is the only way to God and eternal life!

2. Our basic approach will be to study each religion in the following way:

A. History.

B. Major teachings.

C. Worship.

D. Sacred books.

E. Contrast with Christianity.

3. Our next lesson will begin a study of Islam:

A. It is easiest for us to understand for it has borrowed heavily from both Judaism and Christianity.

B. Islam more directly affects the Western world than any other of the major world religions.

REVIEW QUESTIONS

1. How many societies have anthropologists found which have no religion at all?

2. How does religion separate man from the animals?

3. Why is the study of religion such a vital study?

4. Give a brief definition of religion.

5. What is the Latin root from which the word “religion” comes?

6. What does this Latin root mean?

7. Give four reasons for studying world religions.

8. Prove that all religions are not the same.

9. How many ways to God are there?

10. How many Saviors are there?

11. How many churches are there (according to God)?

12. How many plans of salvation are there?

13. Give the plan of salvation and quote a scripture for each step.

14. Which major world religion is easiest for those with a Christian background to understand? Why?

15. Had all the Russians completely ceased to believe in God under Communism?

16. Are animals ever said to be made in the image of God?

17. Does the Great Commission apply to animals?

18. Which geographical areas were once “Christian” but are now predominately under the influence of Islam?

19. Why is it helpful to understand the major world religions in order to understand what is happening in the world today?

20. Which major world religion borrowed heavily from both Judaism and Christianity?
World Religions - Introduction
4
Notes by Rod Rutherford

