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RDS at the DNC

Rabbi David Saperstein, director of the Religious Action Center of Reform Judaism, will deliver the invocation at the Democratic National Convention Thursday, August 28, at Denver’s INVESCO Field, the night that Sen. Barack Obama is scheduled to accept the Democratic nomination. Rabbi Steve Foster of Temple Emanuel in Denver and Rabbi Amy Schwartzman of Temple Rodef Shalom of Falls Church, VA played major roles in the Interfaith Gathering on the opening night of the Convention. http://urj.org/index.cfm? 
STATS

The American Jewish Year Book published in 2007 by the American Jewish Committee, reports there are currently between 5.2 and 6.4 million Jews in the United States and 13,191,500 worldwide. http://www.ajcarchives.org/AJC_DATA/Files/AJYB708.CV.pdf  
The world's Jewish population was estimated at 13.155 million at the beginning of 2007. http://www.ajcarchives.org/AJC_DATA/Files/AJYB727.CV.pdf
LINKS
· Babylonian Talmud (English) … http://www.sacred-texts.com/jud/talmud.htm 

· Union of Orthodox Jewish Congregations of America … http://www.ou.org/ 
· Union for Reform Judaism … http://www.urj.org/ 

· Jewish Virtual Library … http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/Judaism/Orthodox.html 
· International Institute for Secular Humanistic Judaism … http://www.iishj.org/ 
· The Kabbalah Centre … http://www.kabbalah.com/ 
JEWISH HISTORY (p. 46)
· 1st Jewish Commonwealth …. @ 1450 B.C. - 587 B.C. (Moses/destruction by Babylon)
· 2nd Jewish Commonwealth …. @ 587 B.C. – 70 A.D. (Destruction by Babylon/Destroying of the temple by the Romans)
· Rise of Rabbinic Judaism. (p. 53)
· Judaism changed drastically with the destruction of the temple (AD 70). Sadducees were out of business. Zealots eliminated at Masada (AD 73) Herodians and Essenes never very popular disappeared. Pharisees assume the leadership of Judaism and continued Judaism without the former temple sacrificial system. From that time the rabbi has directed Jewish life and practice with great emphasis on obedience to the Torah. Note: Different ways of observing Judaism (denominations).

· Judaism’s move into Europe with the rise of Islam. (p. 57)
· Judiasm’s  move into Eastern Europe. (p. 59)1492 – expelled from Spain and migrated into eastern Europe. Sephardic Jews had Spanish roots, influenced by oriental customs and spoke Ladino. Ashkenazic Jews – N/NE Europe. Isolated themselves from the local people and spoke Yiddish. Sabbatai Zevi, supposed Messiah (1665) adopted Islam in 1666.The resulting disillusionment led to Hasidic and Reform Judaism.

· Founding of the “World Zionist Organization” by Theodor Herzl at the First Zionist Congress of “The Zionist Organization” (Aug. 29, 1897).

· “Balfour Declaration”, November 2, 1917
·  UN General Assembly Resolution 181 – “Partition Plan” – Nov. 29, 1947
· State of Israel Declared, May 14, 1948
· 1949 Armistice Agreements – Egypt/Feb. 24 – Lebanon/Mar. 23 – Jordan/Apr. 3 – Syria/Jul. 20
“Kabbalah — the world’s oldest body of spiritual wisdom — contains the long-hidden keys to the secrets of the universe as well as the keys to the mysteries of the human heart and soul. Kabbalistic teachings explain the complexities of the material and the nonmaterial universe, as well as the physical and metaphysical nature of all humanity. Kabbalah shows in detail, how to navigate that vast terrain in order to remove every form of chaos, pain, and suffering.

For thousands of years, the great kabbalistic sages have taught that every human being is born with the potential for greatness. Kabbalah is the means for activating that potential. 

Kabbalah has always been meant to be used, not just learned. Its purpose is to bring clarity, understanding, and freedom to our lives — and ultimately to erase even death itself.” http://www.kabbalah.com/01.php 
Jewish Holidays  2008 (5768) - 2009 (5769)


All Jewish holidays begin at sundown on the evening before the date shown.


Rosh HaShanah: 30 September 2008 (Tuesday) �Yom Kippur: 9 October 2008 (Thursday)�Sukkot: 14 October 2008 (Tuesday)�Shemini Atzeret: 21 October 2008 (Tuesday)�Simhat Torah: 22 October 2008 (Wednesday)�Hanukkah (Chanukah): 22 December 2008 (Monday)�Tu Bishvat: 9 February 2009 (Monday) �Purim: 10 March 2009 (Tuesday) �Passover (Pesach): 9 April 2009 (Thursday)�Holocaust Remembrance Day (Yom HaShoah): 21 April 2009 (Tuesday)�Israel Memorial Day (Yom HaZikaron): 28 April 2009 (Tuesday)�Israel Independence Day (Yom HaAtzmaut): 29 April 2009 (Wednesday)�Lag B'Omer: 12 May 2009 (Tuesday)�Shavuot: 29 May 2009 (Friday)�Tisha B'Av: 30 July 2009 (Thursday)


� HYPERLINK "http://judaism.about.com/od/holidays/ss/cal_tenyear_3.htm" �http://judaism.about.com/od/holidays/ss/cal_tenyear_3.htm�








